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November 29th, 2022 

Classroom Observation: 

The committee’s teaching schedules prevented us from observing the same course.  On 
November 11th, Dr. Hamilton observed MAT2505 Linear Algebra.  On November 17th, Dr. 
Back and Dr. Serrano observed MAT2311 Calculus I.  Although the courses were different, 
we all conclude that Dr. Elsinger is an excellent instructor.  This is evident by the rapport he 
has built with the students, his enthusiasm for the content, and the engagement in the 
classroom.  The ratings on the Classroom Observation form were scored “exceptional” 
across all categories. 

Dr. Elsinger’s comfort in front of the classroom, carefully chosen examples, and clear 
explanations demonstrate a command of the subject.  Dr. Hamilton writes: “Dr. Elsinger 
shows an easy mastery of material – walking slowly through difficult problems, explaining 
steps, inventing new problems to address specific questions, etc.” 

Dr. Elsinger has created an environment where students feel comfortable and are 
encouraged to ask questions.  The committee notes that students freely asked questions 
throughout the class period and he often “checked in” with students collectively as a class 
and individually during independent practice.   

Students were engaged throughout the class period by the variation of explanations of new 
concepts followed by group and individual practice.  Dr. Elsinger did an excellent job of 
choosing examples that are relevant and interesting to the students.  In Calculus, the 
examples on blood pressure connected what they were learning in class to real life.  He 
challenged students to think at higher levels by asking probing questions beyond calculus 
and asking students to apply their knowledge from other disciplines.   

 

 

 

 



Review of Course Material: 

The majority of scores in regard to course materials were marked as satisfactory across all 
categories.   

Dr. Elsinger takes great care in preparing his materials for class.  One committee member 
writes: “The organization of the course is meticulous and extremely well communicated to 
students.  Every part of the course is mapped to a particular outcome.”  The syllabus, 
handouts, assessments, and Canvas page are all detailed, organized, and appropriate for the 
course level.  The mastery based grading system links every assignment and assessment to 
the student learning outcomes and course objectives. 

Overall Findings: 

Dr. Elsinger is a master teacher.  He clearly cares about the students’ learning experience 
which is evident in the time and effort he takes to prepare his lessons and materials for 
class.  Dr. Elsinger focuses on teaching concepts, not just algorithms, and connects the 
material to other disciplines.   

The committee finds that Dr. Elsinger’s outstanding teaching contributes significantly to 
the academic climate in the Department of Mathematics and Florida Southern College.  

 

Submitted by, 

 

Dr. Roxanne Back 

Associate Professor of Mathematics 






































	6th year peer review summary J Elsinger.pdf
	Binder2.pdf
	Evaluation of Course Materials.pdf
	Classroom Observation.pdf
	susan and me forms.pdf


